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Arienne Henkemans

nabuur.com

The Netherlands

Dear Henkemans

           
 I am writing to you on behalf of the secretary of SESF Khandbari and am very much pleased to hear   from Sister Inger Vander Werf , one of the SESF donors and sponsor of a girl  Ms. Anju B.K.  That you  have established an Organization  nabuur.com to help the communities  in the developing countries to solve their own  problems. 

I would also like to take my opportunity to give you a short description about SESF. It is a registered non- Profit Charity Social organization established on June 4,1997 at Himalaya Secondary School Khandbari of Sankhuwasabha district of eastern Nepal with active help of Ms. Alyssa Solomon (USA) for  the poorest helpless children of the district by collecting some donations of from the local community. 

The main objective of organization is to provide educational scholarships to the poorest children of the district who are deprived of educational opportunity because of various reasons. 

The organization has been very well established in the local community. It has become very popular among the common people. It is free from any politics. Its mission is to quality education  in the youth 

The target groups: 

· The poorest helpless orphaned children of Sankhuwasabha.

· The children of Dalit low caste people (Girls are given to priority)

Program conducted by SESF till now

1. Scholarship program Under this program till now more than 100 poorest children have already been benefited from Late William J. Solomon Memorial fund.  The children have been receiving school dress school stationery. School fees, books etc.
2. Individual sponsorship program: under this program different foreign individuals to go to school have sponsored 21 poorest children. They have been studying at different schools of Khandbari area. Their sponsors have covered their all school expenditures. The SESF has been paying their all school expenditure bills.
3. Orphaned helpless children rescue program. Till now 8 orphaned children have been admitted at the different orphanages of Nepal by SESF. They have been looked after in the orphanage and have got  a chance to go to school.

Present Needs 

For more than 10 years in Nepal there has been a great conflict between the Maoist and the government. During the period more than 15000 people were killed.  Billion of nation's property was destroyed. A large number of children lost their parents and became orphaned and helpless. In Sankhuwasabha district alone more than 1000 families were displaced. The majority of their landed property was captured in the conflict. They  were  forced to run away from the village leaving their livestock and other property. Most of their children’s education was interrupted.

After the cease fire the displaced people from the different villages have been returning homes after a long time. They have been facing difficulties to settle in the village. Their agriculture has been ruined, livestock has been lost. 

· The displaced families should   be replaced in their own houses.

· Their children  should  have a chance  to go to their  own village schools

· The village schools should be empowered to provide quality education to the students.

· The common people should be aware about importance of education.

The main causes of the problems are

1. Lack Community awareness

· Lack educational awareness among the school managing community, community people and the students' guardians.

· Lack of understanding about the importance, utility of   education.

· Lack of professional thinking among the common people.

2. Economic causes of the problems
· Poor economic condition   of rural people. 

· Low land production, natural disaster like draught, landslide etc.

· Youth unemployment problems.

· Lack of proper market facilities.
· lack of transportation facilities

3  Lack of school educational services in the rural schools.

· Lack of   proper educational materials in the village schools. So monotonous teaching learning activities. Increased students drop out.

· Irregularity of the teachers.   Turn system.

· Insufficient teachers ( 2-3 teachers in a primary schools class 1-5)

· The problems of books transportation in rural schools in time.

· Lack of physical facilities in rural schools like furniture, school buildings, clean drinking water, Latrine, play ground etc.

· Lack of school monitoring and evaluation by the district education offices..

4 Effects:

· Educational unemployment: decreased educational interest among the rural people.

· Increased the number of unemployed frustrated youths in the society. Maoists mobilized the unemployed frosted, poorest youths. 

· The burning problems of communicable disease: ( HIV/AIDS 36 HIV- positive)

· The problem of population growth.

· Decreased in production: Lack of food, famine, malnutrition problems 

·  The burning problem of Poverty

· Lack of quality education in the rural area.

  The conflict affected children can be divided into two categories.

1. The children who were displaced from the different VDC of the district and came to the district headquarter Khandbari for security and have joined Himalaya secondary school but have been facing many difficulties to continue their school. They are unable to pay school fees, school dress, and school stationery books. They are unable to solve the problems of food and accommodation.  We have calculated there are more than 400 such boys and girls at Himalaya higher Secondary School. Their drop out percentages nearly 20%.

2. The boys and the girls who   were      directly involved in Maoist activities and by tearing their books.   Among the Among the Maoist workers we have met more than 1000 boys and the girls of the school going age (between 15 to 25 years of age). They are not going to school.  But  it is very difficult to calculate  how many such boys and girls are there. Now they have become a great burden in the society. They have been collecting money from the local people for living. 

We think if we could conduct a scholarship program for them, for supporting them to go to school, these conflict affected boys and girls   would have a chance to go to school. They would gain knowledge and skill and would be self-dependent in the future. Poverty would be reduced. Unemployment would reduce. A permanent peace would be established in the society. 
So we would like to propose: 

· Scholarship program for Conflict Affected children (SPFCAC)

The Goal of this program.

· The permanent peace will be established in the society through educational development.

The objective of this program will be

· to create educational awareness among the students, children's parents and the school managing committee and all the common people.

· to distribute educational materials and services to the target schools and Child Education Centre.

· to improve  life standard of the  community  people

·  to provide educational  scholarship  to the conflict affected boys and girls  on the basis of baseline survey.  

The proposed activities of the program

1. Educational orientation program 

2. Educational material distribution program to the school.

3. Interaction program among the school managing committee, teachers, students guardians, political leaders,

4. Baseline survey

5. Scholarship distribution to the poorest students on the basis of baseline survey

6. Child Education Centre Help program

7. Training for the teachers to strengthen their capacity and qualification

8. To help to improve the physical facilities of the rural schools, like school building, clean drinking water, furniture latrine etc.

9. class room management  improvement program

10. Necessary books distribution to the Higher Secondary school Libraries..

11. Monitoring and evaluation of the program

12. Report preparation

The target groups.

1. Conflict affected boys and girls of 10 to 25 yeas of age.

2. Child education centers

3. Rural Lower Secondary and Higher Secondary schools.

Since the problems I have mentioned above are the burning problems in Nepal and there is not any such organization to work in this sector, the rationalism of the program is automatically proved.

Late William J. Solomon (USA) is chief donor of the SESF. He has   donated $5000.00 to the SESF genial fund from his estate. We had kept the money in our fixed deposit bank account. During the previous years this organization had been earning Rs. 40,000.00 interest with the help of the interest we had been running scholarship program with the interest. More than 20 children were receiving school dress, stationery, school dress school bags etc from this organization. But unfortunately the bank has stopped providing interest to any organization So we have become unable to earn any interest and support those children.

 I was very happy to know that you have established an organization to help the community in the  in the developing  countries to solve heir problems. I wonder whether your prestigious organization had any program to help execute such scholarship program    for conflict affected children of the remote district like Sankhuwasabha .

I look forward to hearing from you.

.....................................

Yours sincerely, 

Tejanath Pokharel

Secretary, 

SESF Khandbari
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