BEEKEEPING IN SIERRA LEONE: A
STRATEGY TO EMPOWER PEOPLE AND
GENERATE INCOME

nabuur.com

the global neighbour network
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“We can’t help everyone, but everyone can help someone.”
Dr. Loretta Scott
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Gross Domestic Product, Sierra Leone, 1975-
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1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Act Act. Act. Est. Est.
(Annual percentage change. unless otherwise indicated)
Income and expenditure
Real GDP 1/ -8.1 38 179 275 93
Nominal GDP 149 102 203 228 183
Consumer prices (end of period) 36.7 2.7 34 -3.1 113
Consumer prices (annual average) 341 -0.9 26 -3.7 82
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‘Even before the war began in 1991, Sierra Leone had isolated cases of environmental degradation,
almost exclusively in the southern and eastern mining districts. The war resulted in intense fighting and
diamond mining in the eastern district where the Gola forest, rich in biodiversity, was severely impacted.
The underlying cause of environmental degradation in Sierra Leone is diamonds. While the war initially
began for ideological reasons, it turned into a resource conflict over the precious gem. Diamond mining,
predominantly carried out by independent diggers, is often done in riparian zones and causes soil
erosion from constant clearing and digging of the land. Remaining holes become breeding grounds for
malaria. Land pollution takes the form of water contamination, degradation of forests and sitration of
rivers and creeks. As the war intensified and spread so did the number of displaced Sierra Leoneans
living off the land and moving to the capital Freetown with an already fragmented infrastructure and
deplorable sanitation. Displaced people turned from agriculture to raiding the forests for bush-meat and
deforestation spread around refugee camps. The war resulted in illegal and unregulated logging that has
rapidly deteriorated the Sierra Leonean environment’ °
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High dependence on fragile uplands for food production

Heavy dependence on wood biomass as source of energy and construction materials
Inefficient use of available energy resources

Inadequate energy and power supply

Bush burning and shifting cultivation

Annual bush fires and overgrazing

Over-exploitation of natural resources

Neglect of women and youth in natural resource and environment management
programmes

Poor land use planning and management

Limited land tenure security

Over dependence on the environment for livelihood

Poor sanitation and underdeveloped waste disposal systems

Lack of capacity to monitor environmental pollution

Hunting and increasing consumption of wildlife meat

Under-developed livestock sector

Weak environmental conservation/management capacity

Limited knowledge among the population about the need for sustainable utilization and
management of environmental resources

Weak capacity to monitor and enforce environmental legislation and policies
Limited application of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

Corruption and mismanagement

Poor database on the environment

Loss of biodiversity
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