
Garden, Zambia

Creating a safe haven for children 

Garden is a shantytown of 7,000 people who live in compact houses with no electricity or running water. To give the children a positive alternative to street life, the community decided to create a social centre. The centre will house a library and health clinic, and will provide psychosocial skills empowerment and literacy development programmes, as well as play, sport and educational support. Neighbour Mary from the U.S. located potential sources for funding and donations for the library. Tjeerd Bouma of New Zealand researched ways to raise funds or get sponsors to ship donated books and computers to Garden. Sinead from Ireland suggested creative, low-cost ways to staff the library. Three dozen children now attend the centre regularly, and another 40 children visit occasionally. The children have formed football teams and held drama and cultural dances. Now Neighbours are researching ways to add an Internet café to the centre.

