



Koliyonkulam, India

Evening school opens doors for children after the tsunami
The 2004 tsunami destroyed most of the boats in Koliyonkulam, a fishing village on the Indian coast. Families have dedicated every penny to rebuilding their lives, so most cannot pay school fees. To encourage parents to let their children get an education and skills-training, the community launched an evening vocational school in a small rented building. Neighbours helped the community locate used computers and typing practice workbooks, and helped develop a business plan, including a design proposal, to solicit donors. Neighbours are also helping to expand a website created for the school, writing stories about the village and the students to encourage small online donations. Local Representative Jegan found a source of inexpensive school supplies, and Neighbours are helping locate funds to purchase the supplies. 
