


 

Madurai, India

Life Skills Training Center offers primary education and a driving school

Tourism has brought economic benefits to Madurai, yet poverty persists and many children stay out of school to work, often are in hazardous conditions. To encourage the children, the village established the People's Association of Rural Development (PARD) to build a Life Skills Training Centre. The centre offers primary schooling for the younger children and skills training for the older youth. The driving school gives teenagers a means to earn income, as skilled drivers are in high demand in the region. With the help of Neighbours, the village has been able to equip the centre with notebooks, uniforms, pens, and pencils. In May 2008, a group of Wharton Volunteers visited Madurai and worked with the People's Association of Rural Development (PARD) to make the driving school project self-sustainable by drafting a business plan, identifying funding sources, and raising visibility for the project among online donors.
