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Vadgam, India

Social and Welfare Trust opens doors for vulnerable youth 
Vadgam’s main sources of income are agriculture, dairy husbandry and diamond cutting, yet many young men and women of the village are lacking in basic education or skills training. School drop-out rates are high and many children lack direction or hope for their futures. With help from Neighbours, Vadgam established a social and welfare trust in order to advance the education, skills training and self-confidence of the children of the village. Through the trust this past year, the village has established a computer training centre and organized several educational and skills-building activities, including children’s camps, an educational development seminar for 200 attendees, and an art competition in which student entries were featured on an online gallery. “Never be hopeless” is Local Representative Nitin Patel’s motto. His dedication, with help from Neighbours, is giving children of Vadgam reason to believe in this motto, as well.
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