Becoming a NABUUR Storyteller

Welcome and thank you for your interest in becoming a NABUUR storyteller! 
Below, we compiled a bit of information on being a NABUUR storyteller, including tips and story format. 

Volunteers in NABUUR villages and projects write stories on their own as well, but we have specially designated storytellers that search for stories in the various projects, and write about these. 

As a NABUUR storyteller, you’ll also have access to peer storytellers (taking part in discussions in the storytelling group – details on how to access the storytelling group can be found in the welcome email) so please feel free to get to know then and network with them, get feedback on your stories (and feedback their stories), and most importantly - have fun!  
A professional writer and editor will also be available to you in the storytelling group, and NABUUR staff is also reachable for any questions you may have. 


The NABUUR Story format

For small stories and updates, the following format has been proven to work well. It’s not an easy one, because it forces you to be both specific still using a minimum of words. But if you succeed you make a great story!


Format
Each story on NABUUR.com follows the following format:
· Each story starts with a picture.

· Each story has the name of the Village and the country mentioned 
· Each story has a catchy title, referring to the result.

· Each story has a maximum of max 125 words. (Note: some stories can be longer, but we find that the most concise stories are the ones that appeal to readers the most.)

For examples of stories on NABUUR.com, please visit the Stories tab. 


Content 
Each story on NABUUR.com has the following structure:

· Background of the issue and/or problem: the situation in the community as it was before the project and/or village joined NABUUR

· The “result’’ (the role that Neighbours played in the process needs to be made explicit). A result can be progress, the next step, the event, the visit etc.  

· The changes caused by the result; testimonials from the participants



Interviews

Interviews with Neighbours, facilitators and local representatives make good stories, because they provide a close perspective on the work Neighbours do and their reasons for volunteering.

Here are some questions to ask when interviewing Neighbours for a story:

1. Tell us about yourself. Your age, your family, where you grew up, where you live now, where you go to school, what you’re studying, what you do for fun.

2. How would a good friend describe you?

3. Tell us about a typical Tuesday in your life.

4. What made you decide to become a volunteer with NABUUR? How did you find NABUUR?

5. Have you volunteered before? What role does volunteering play in your life? What do you get out of it personally?

6. Tell us about the village(s) you’ve worked with –

a. Why did you decide to work with this village? b. What contact have you had with the other Neighbours and Local Rep? c. What have you done for the village? d. What gives you hope for the people of this village?

7. What do you consider to be your contribution to your projects (advise, coaching, time, adding new knowledge, contacts, etc.) Can you give an example or two?

8. What has this experience meant to you? How has it affected your life, your thoughts about poor people, about volunteering?

9. What is the biggest advantage for you to volunteer online (as opposed to volunteering in person)?

10. What would you say to someone who is thinking about volunteering online? What advice would you give them? What would you tell them to convince them this is a positive thing to do?

What do you do when you've finished writing a story?
The storytelling group and process will be as transparent as possible. When you're done writing your story, please upload it to the news section (see how-to below).

Jessica will go over the story with you and offer tips (if needed). Then we'll publish the story (crediting you, of course) for all NABUUR to see. It will show up in the respective village, as well as in the story section of the NABUUR News tab.
We're hoping to also use some of the stories for our blog, as well as other social network platforms, like the NABUUR Facebook group.

To upload your story to the news section:
1. Click the News tab of the storytelling group.

2. Under the 'Create Content' heading box, click 'Create News.'

3. Fill in the following fields of the form: Title of the story, location, the teaser, the body, and upload a picture of the village corresponding to the story. (We'll worry about the other fields :))

4. Click Submit at the bottom of the page to save your story.

Tips on storytelling 

http://www.nabuur.com/en/group/storytelling/project/task/storytelling-resources


