The United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP 15): What you can do?
By Denis Marsha Kabuuka

The United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP 15) is to be held December 7 – 18 in Copenhagen. At least 192 countries will discuss and decide the appropriate approach to protecting the world’s environment. 

However, how will the outcome of this conference impact on the local people in developing countries and in particular to the small-scale farmers and their livelihoods in Butikiro village and elsewhere? 
 
Of course the outcome of this conference will have an enormous impact on the global environment. We are already witnessing how developing countries like Uganda are feeling the effects of climate change the most. For example the changes in temperature are having a significant impact on water resources, food security, health and infrastructure. There are severe droughts and floods being experienced in many areas; affecting small-scale farmers and their livelihoods. As a result, land productivity is diminishing, causing food insecurity and greatly decreasing incomes for poor resource constrained rural households.

According to the Uganda Population Report, released 25 November 2009, climate change in Uganda will lead to more erratic weather patterns. The report predicts an increase in rainfall but unevenly distributed, with more intense and more frequent showers, leading to floods and landslides, as well as more severe and longer spells of drought. The report projects a loss in agricultural productivity in Uganda of between 15% and 25%. “The food crisis in the country threatens to reach alarming levels,” the report notes, estimating that currently 40% of deaths among children in Uganda are due to malnutrition. “Given that Uganda’s annual population growth rate is 3.2%, while the annual growth rate of food production is only about 1.5%, the food crisis is worsening.”

As global temperatures are predicted to rise, these will facilitate the spread of diseases such as malaria and cholera. “Climate change is likely to increase average temperatures in Uganda by up to 1.5 degrees Celsius in the next 20 years and by up to 4.3 degrees Celsius by the 2080s,” the Uganda Population report, says. According to the Global Humanitarian Forum, it estimates that each year there are 150,000 deaths caused by the effects of climate change. Of these deaths, 90% are individuals in developing countries.
 
Sustainable Livelihoods International Uganda (SLINT-Uganda) in partnership with on line volunteers on the Global Neighbour Network: http://www.nabuur.com/en/village/butikiro is currently helping Butikiro and surrounding villages, Kiboga district in Uganda to mitigate the effects of climate change. For example, we are currently implementing three projects which we wish to upscale: 
· Kiyuni Fruit and Vegetable Growing for Sustainable Livelihoods project facilitating improved seeds and farm equipment to poor resource farmers to ensure food security and incomes. 
· Gayaza Beekeeping Project facilitating langstroth beehives and equipment to farmers in order to overcome poverty and secure sustainable livelihoods while protecting the environment. 
· Fruit Tree Growing and Community Forestry Project facilitating fruit trees (including avocado, mango and guava) and other tree species to reforest degraded areas and supply firewood, timber and non-timber products. 
The activities are also involving women in measures to mitigate the effects of climate change.
The current situation of the environment is fragile. COP 15 provides leaders at all levels with the opportunity to work together towards a healthier, environmentally sustainable future.
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