



LUKANGA NORTH YOUTH RESETTLEMENT TRIP
ABSTRACT

This report is intended to cover the tour of the youths, who are members of the Direct Aid From Family To Family Society, to Lukanga North Youth Resettlement and is meant to highlight some of the needs and challenges that the members have or anticipate to have, with a view of requesting the government for any assistance possible in order to make Lukanga North a food basket through equipping youths with tools and machinery that will help convert their energies and ideas into products which will supplement the government in its effort to develop even the remotest areas of the country. Direct Aid from Family to Family is a youth organization affiliated to the National Youth Development Council.
TABLE OF CONTENTS
CONTENT                                                                                                                                                   PAGE
1.0 INTODUCTION                                                                                                                                     4
2.0 APPRECIATION                                                                                                                                    4
3.0 FARMING BLOCKS                                                                                                                             4
     3.1 NEEDS                                                                                                                                            4
4.0 CONCLUSION                                                                                                                                    6
1.0 INTRODUCTION

The tour was taken on Saturday, the 3rd of September 2011. The youths who visited the site were Patrick Chabu, Elizabeth Bupe, Lloyd Munkondya, David Mukange, Chileshe Chitalu, Howard Mwaala and Albertina Mulondela. The other youths who didn’t make it had commitments but also expressed keen interest in developing the area.
2.0 APPRECIATION

The youth members of the Society wish to express gratitude to the government through the office of the Provincial Youth Coordinator for the initiative of empowering them with tools that will help develop the nation as well as provoke and sharpen their imaginations, skills and innovations into projects that will contribute to the economy of the country and also help in the creation of jobs to the unemployed, especially the youths.

3.0 FARMING BLOCKS

The Lukanga North Resettlement plan currently has four farming blocks namely the rain crop farming block, orchard farming block, livestock and gardening faming blocks. Considering that some crops are seasonal and that the society members have the zeal and ability to utilize the land round the year, we are requesting that the land for livestock be given also to the youths who have been given land under the rain crop farming blocks or any other farming block so that there is continuity in production of farm produce rather than have the youths busy only during the rainy season and idle the rest of the year. Some of the members have the determination to develop as many farming blocks as can be allocated to them should the limitation of 5 hectors per individual be waved to allow youths with enough muscle to achieve their set goals.
3.1 NEEDS

The following are the needs as given by those who visited the site with the support of those who didn’t make it:

· Road network: The road network in some portions is not very good due to bad terrains. The society members feel that it would be of great help if the road could be worked on with the anticipation of the area being busy with farming activities and also for easy movement of farming inputs and products to and from the resettlement area.
· Electricity: This is an essential commodity in the running of farms. Poultry, irrigation and fish farming need electricity to provide the necessary temperature and also run motors and pumps for the various farming activities. Apart from that, production of dairy products will definitely need special equipment driven by electricity. If this can’t be done in the foreseeable future, we would then request the installation of generators or solar power in order to make the scheme fully functional and self-reliant in the energy needs.  
· CEEC funding: we are requesting your office for three (3) application forms totaling the funding of K150M ( K50M per form)  in order to  jumpstart the youths with the farming inputs, machinery, animals and plants for their respective line of production.  

· Settler’s residential area: In the current plan, all the houses are in one residential area. We would like to suggest that houses be built on each farming block as allocated to each benefiting youth. This will free the farming block on which these houses are to be built for crops and hence increase production.

· Boreholes: Of the three boreholes in the area, only one is functional.  We are requesting that the two other boreholes be worked on and that each youth be given boreholes in their farms for irrigation purposes as well as adequate water for fish farming and other livestock.
· Communication: Communication is central in the supervision of work, marketing of products etc. We are, therefore, requesting your office to facilitate network connectivity for mobile phones in the area.

· Farming inputs: For a start, we are requesting for inputs or connections to institutions and companies that offer inputs such as fertilizer, livestock, vaccines, plants and seeds.

· Demarcations: We would also ask for the demarcation of farms with wire fences.

· Shelters for pig farming.

· Chicken runs

4.0 CONCLUSION
As a society of energetic youths, we are happy with the government’s gesture to extend the hand of development to us. Knowing that we intend to be partners with the government in developing the Lukanga North Youth Resettlement, we are only hopeful that our needs and challenges will be given a favorable consideration so as to give us an opportunity to realize our potentials. 

